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The Life & Letters of the
Apostle Peter

This is a character study of the life of the Apostle Peter based upon the accounts of his life
found in the four Gospel records and his two epistles. Emphasis is given to the aspects of his
life and writings that have practical application for the present-day believer.
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The Life of Peter

Lesson One: The Man Known as Peter

Lesson Aim: Gather as many facts as possible about the man known as Peter.

Lesson Text: John 1:19-44

Background Texts: Matthew 4:18; 8:14,15; 10:2; 16:17; 17:1; 26:37; Mark 1:16-18; 5:22,23,35-43; Luke
5:1-11; John 21:18-24; 1 Corinthians 9:5; 1 Peter 5:1; 2 Peter 1:13-18 ^ 13

Questions About Peter

-r /'42-1. What does Peter mean? Describe the circumstances under which Simon received this name. What is JOO '
the significance of Jesus giving this appellative to Simon? ,

?(JU f tL,
2. Tell as much as you can about Peter's family life and background: / f S^'S \ L-

Father's name Uo/iet-fl Ot ^ YTnt> ! I 2"-1/CT
Brother's name

Home town _ biyfh 6(S>Cda C Jn o. i <^)
"principal place of residence !(' / '/C? j' U ' 0

Education / CTd/t A) {Jno ! '
^  Maritalstatus

Children ^
Occupation'^ C^k., ^
Closest family and friends ^ f

3. How came Peter to be a disciple of Jesus? What lessons are there for you in Peter's conversion?

hisyiftd- C^n'Of
4. Locate those places that were significant in the life of the Apostle Peter on the attached map. Site the

Scriptures which describe PetePs association with these places

Bethsaida ^ YTflP // y ̂  )
Capernaum (41//. / 2. ,7 J
Jerusalem X , ( S~)
joppa rAr-ri
Caesaria (^ A-fJCn /D ' /-^ ! / ! 1^)
Antioch in Syria (^0. J, ] 11 )
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia f / ij
Babylon_ C! fiJLt

5. What were the circumstances of PetePs death?

He dud 0^ OAd nuirht'i, c/eaHt CJho 2.1
c^. ^
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The Letters of Peter

Lesson Two: Peter's Description of a Christian

Lesson Aim: Consider the various terms the Apostle uses to describe the Christian and his relationship to
God through Jesus Christ and the Gospel.

Lesson Text: 1 Peter 1:1-25

Questions About This Chapter

1. In the following passages how does Peter describe the relationship between Christ and the believer?

1 Peter 1:1 n j^TS (Z: // ) 1 Peter 1:7,21
1 Peter 1:2 (three)

0 Ip e en f(also in 1:14 & 22)

1 Peter 1:3,23 hom

1 Peter 1:4 ^ ̂
1 Peter 1:5 U&jO f"
1 Peter 1:6,8 (two) 4^^

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 1

8  jpi/er^ f)/
9

10,13 ^jrAr^ ne^ai/ers
1142 yyiinist'crifcl
14,15 ho/y
17 fe'dtfu / /hCi/ene/?t
18-20

2"1 yu.r/ /<^j
2. Define "election." Where do the Scriptures teach us about when, where, why and how this election was

determined?

3. Define "sanctification." By whom and through what means are believers sanctified?

4. Describe the nature of the faith by which the believer is kept?

5. List five incentives by which Peter urges the Galatian Qiristians unto holiness:

(1) nf ̂ od (/t
&(2).

(3).

(4).

(5).

od y(U4'r Lohv f/ni)
d-hiP ht-/cp nf y/Q^r ire CUff)

hnpfi nx (! 1 )
^(nji tn^rPAOAAfr

Make A Life Application

What did you leam in this study that encouraged you to live a life set apart for Jesus Christ? (Be specific
and complete in your answer. Use the back of this sheet in order to write out your response.



/• (pf^ -fhrne
/ Th^ pnde e>X i-eJe^f>Him O-'Sj
/• f^y prei^i ddtunJy (/-'■^t ^'O

6-0d appron/o.^ op ro Suffer, h^Cl- Z)
S. The S^ff^>'<nj5 Of CA^h-h CIi n)

The thsly fhosp'i mtn'\ihy //? '
\boopk-e. t-r> fp jo-CL^

~j \-r ^ ^ J ol^Tg 6^ 0' '/y^7. ; (he^ ie^cond/ C&n^i^ </ f ^
7h. ffeTl'6 l^oU^^e'y^ f} \ of)

1, Tkxu 5m\e-^6 ShsuS ClU^f)
(o. Xhe. reA^'6o&-cf7&r\ fi; zil



The Life of Peter

Lesson Three: Peter Becomes a Fisher of Men

Lesson Aim: See Peter answer the call to follow, the call to preach and the call to witness.

Lesson Text: Luke 5:1-11

Background Texts: Matthew 4:18-22; 10:1-7; Mark 1:14-20; 3:13-19; Luke 6:13-16

Questions About Peter

1. Describe the miracle that Jesus wrought that led Peter to make the good confession?

2. As a result of this miracle what does Peter confess concerning Christ?

1^0^0 • i^^ Ke j

3. What was Peter's attitude when Jesus asked him to let out the net one more time? Prepare to discuss
what there is in Peteris attitude that is essential for every disciple of Christ? . /Jtts' r.' i-'r-'-3 ̂

Jidt y ^ /
((4U^ It' ^ ^ ^

4. Why does Peter describe himself as a "sinful man"?

5. What was the process by which Peter and his companions were brought to the point where they
accepted the call to be fehers of men?

Cjyui /J

6. What does it mean to follow Christ? What was Peter's view of following the Christ? (See: 1 Peter
2:20-25; 3:9,17,18; 4:1-5,12-19)

C^yje^ " Co. '• {3:^ .0

7. How does one "catch men"? Compare fishing for fish and "fishing" for men? Is it possible for every
disciple to become a fisher of men? What would be the result if we all went "fishing"?



The Life of Peter

Lesson Five: Peter Learns to Trust Jesus

Lesson Aim: Learn with Peter that in order to walk on the water you must keep your eyes on Jesus.

Lesson Text: Matthew 14:22-33

Background Texts: Mark 6:46-56; John 6:1-21; 1 Corinthians 10:12 ̂1 ̂
Questions About Peter

1. Do some background research concmming the Sea of Galilee and the storms typical of it.

2. How came Peter and the other Disciples to be on the sea when this storm arose? ^ 2

3. How doe^h^rk describe the Disciple's night on the sea?

4. Where was Jesus while the Disciples were on the sea? ^ cryt^ ^ J Z'f^

'HaA' fPAOf / '2-3^yiA^ ̂
5. What did Peter ask of the Lord when he knew it was Jesus approaching them walking on the water?

ThA- U tyh-yf^ Z
6. What does PetePs request reveal about him?

At-<AAJ

nened when he saw fhp winH? ^ r ^ r*7. What happened when Peter stepped out of the boat? What happened when he saw the wind?

9. What princi^ of steadfastness was the Lord seeking to teach Peter?

4^Ley ^ f
10. What was it that caused Peter to be unable to "walk on the watep'? What lessons can you derive from

his experience that would be helpful to every disciple today?





j£i,^

/ '•i ^ ^'
/,'12) 0^ ^Qx^,«._»3 •
f^rf

3'13 yWljtf -^^J^Tt,-'—
3 '/v5^ /ty^ yA>^'^2<^ ^
y'if^ ft-<nJl^

^,4r-yv-«

*4")^^ y^y^/l^J^ '''i/^ /^J2^

\^ r^yUyfyoT UX^yyy*^

f" -"dX/Oiy^y' ̂
f'{ n . yr ffy^ ' ' (fy\iley^
/:,7) ^yn. U^ JzJiuvA^



X V\

, \ ^.

*6^r

_.s:j

■ :>
-V-

^V"-'

v>
N/-

V'- ' \
i  - \ ^ \

^fs'*
** A

\=^ >.

\  ' ' - '%  s i.
\  'L

- =->ss..

--^- -JS ".^K^V

'\

X.

-S-ii>f ■■■■■ J>J-J Vs'--
•  t"

- V'

\.

0

y -s. V.

■»>-■?<? . 3^. \ -.

'1*t

.. \-

\
■Ki' .

■■« . . ..j

' > •• I

" ■i
V

t- . v>

\
\
\ \

X\ ■ >
\ '

-►K -^- ^  ■>>- v.s^ T.--
"x 'V-vjMHs, iS'i ^■•...;

•V
\

1  iis,. ■* ' i >v

i , \
<i.

^

. •JW'-



The Life of Peter

Lesson Seven: Peter Makes the Good Confession

Lesson Aim: Learn what it means to confess Christ and why this confession is essential to salvation.

Lesson Text: Matthew 16:13-28

Background Texts: Mark 8:27-38; Luke 9:18-27; Matthew 10:32-42; Romans 10:1-17

Questions About Peter

1. What was the first question that Jesus put to His EHsciples? What was the answer?

2. What was the next question? Who was first to answer this question? What was his answer?

3. By what means was he able to make this confession?

4. What did Jesus promise to build on Peter's confession?

5. How do you reconcile Peter's confession, Jesus' approval of it and His subsequent suppression of any
further declarations of it? (See: Matthew 16:20)

6. Why do you think that Peter rebuked the Lord as he did? In what sense did Peter "savor" the things
that are of men?

7. How does Peter's rebuke compare with Satan's temptation in Matthew 4:1-11?

8. After Peter's rebuke from the Lord, what do you think of his confession? How should that cause us to
evaluate our own confession?

9. In Matthew 16;24-28 how does Jesus construe the idea of confessing him in order to be a disciple?
r

10. Why conclude that Peter is not the foundation of the church?
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The Life of Peter

Lesson Seven: Peter Makes the Good Confession

Lesson Aim: Learn what it means to confess Christ and why this confession is essential to salvation.
Lesson Text: Matthew 16:13-28

Background Texts: Mark 8:27-38; Luke 9:18-27; Matthew 10:32-42; Romans 10:1-17

Questions About Peter

1. What was the first question that Jesus put to His Disciples? What was the answer?

2. What was the next question? Who was first to answer this question? What was his answer? (/ 6f i

y  what means was he able to make tliis confession?

/  4. What did Jesus promise to build on Peter's confession?

5. How do you reconcile Peter's confession, Jesus' approval of it and His subsequent suppression of any
further declarations of it? (See: Matthew 16:20) j

u.Thk'iii hvrn-.^
y'3e> 1:2^ ^^7.% ,5'

6. Why do you think that Peter rebuked the Lord as he did? In what s^jise did Peter 'saVor" the things
that are of men? . - .

7. How does Peter's rebuke compare with Satan's temptation in Matthew 4:1-11?

nvt
After Peter's rebuke from the Lord, what do you think of his confession? How should that cause us to

f— evaluate our own confession?

Jbfy C
In Matthew 16:24-28 how does Jesus construe the idea of conf^ing him in order to be a disciple?

yiA^ 10'^ ̂ " 7^ --^7^
^ Why conclude that Peter is not the foundation of the church? ^ 3 ' I I



The Life of Peter

Lesson Nine: Peter Leams About Jesus'Authority

Lesson Aim: Leam with Peter that Jesus, and Jesus only, is our authority in religion.

Lesson Text: Matthew 17:1-13

Backgrotmd Texts: Luke 9:28-36; Mark 9:2-10; 2 Peter 1:16-21

Questions About Peter

1. Whom did Jesus take up on a high mountain apart from the multitudes? Why?

2. Describe Jesus' appearance on this occasion. Describe the appearance of the others that appeared with

9'// J

3. What event did Moses and Elijah discuss with Jesus? /t ~ A ' /] ^

4. What were Peter and the others doing while Jesus was pra3dng?

5. What does Peter propose be done when he sees what has happened? When was this?^ / • . 1

3  '''' y
6. How does Luke describe Peter's suggestion? What does he mean by tlyn expression? Is this an /

experience you have had? How can we avoid that kind of mistake? / ^ r\ pAjh^

7. What happened when Peter made this proposal? . ^

•iWa y^xn-^il'hk't .- i)
8. What did the voice from heaven say? What does this saying mean concerning Jesus? What application

doesPetermakeof these words in 2 Peter 1:16-21? ^ f/! \ /I /I

. WhaTimportant l^ison of practical importance do we leam from Peter's mistake on the Mo^t of /

lat did Peter learn from hi^xperience upon the Mount of Transpiration? - ^ ^

'  f)
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The Life of Peter

Lesson Eleven: Feter Learns About True Greatness

Lesson Aim: Learn from Peter what constitutes true greatness in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Lesson Text: John 13:1-38

Background Texts: Luke 22:21-27; 9:44-50; Mark 9:30-40; Matthew 18:1-4; 23:1-12

Questions About Peter

1. What had the Apostles argued among themselves at some point during the Last Supper? (Luke 22:24)

2. Who did Jesus say would be the greatest? How did he exemplify this truth? (Luke 22:26,27)

3. When Jesus came to Peter in order to wash his feet, what did he say? (John 13:6-8)

4. How does Jesus answer PetePs rebuke? (John 13:8) ~ a

5. For what does Peter then ask the Lord to do? What does this say to you about Peter? (John 13:9)

eV* V ''y pnA ''
P" y 6. What did Jesus tell Peter in response to his new request? What did Je^s mean bv this? 0ohn 13:8-10)

JyiJTw dk^' ^ ̂ d0.
7. What was the example that Jesus gave to His Disciples that they should follow? (John 13:12-17)

iujujL
: example that Jesus gave to His Disciples that they should follow? (John 13:12-17)

8. After Jesus washed the Disciples' feet what did He reveal to them? (John 13:18-33)

9. What question did Peter asked Jesus after this? 0ohn 13:36-37)

10. What does Jesus reveal to Peter at this point? (John 13:38)

Uirti ilu Ayydl ^ ^ -

12
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The Life of Peter

Lesson Thirteen: Satan Seeks to Sift Simon

Lesson Aim: Watch Peter react to the Lord's warning against Satan's temptations to forsake Jesus. See
Peter fail to take heed and prepare against a fall.

Lesson Text: Luke 22:31-38

Background Text: Matthew 26:30-35; Mark 14:26-31; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 2 Peter 3:9-15

Questions About Peter

1. What does Jesus mean when he says Satan wants to "sift" Peter like wheat?

2. What had Jesus done on Peter's part to help him in the approaching trial? What comfort is there in this
for the believer today?

3. List on the back of this sheet as many things as you can think of that contribute to a failing faith.

4. What would happen if Peter's faith failed?

5. What did Peter write in his first epistle about the relationship between our faith and our security?
How is this accomplished?

6. Jesus told Peter to strengthen his brethren when he was converted. Why say that to someone who
was a child of God?

7. To what was Jesus specifically referring when He said Satan wanted to sift Simon as wheat? (see:
Mark 14:26-31; Matthew 26:30-35)

8. What did the Lord say Peter would do?

9. How did Peter react to this charge? What does this say about Peter's faith and trust in Jesus?

10. Did Peter's faith fail?

14
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The Life of Peter

Lesson Fifteen: Peter in the Garden of Gethsemane

Lesson Aim: Observe Peter's behaviour in the Garden of Gethsemane with Jesus as the Lord prays and is
betrayed into the hands of the Jews.

Lesson Text: Mark 14:32-52

Background Text: Matthew 26:36-56; Luke 22:31-53; John 18:1-12

Questions About Peter

1. What request did Jesus make of Peter, James and John after He brought them into the Garden of
Gethsemane? Why would Jesus ask them to do this? How did they disappoint Jesus?

2. What did Jesus mean when He said to Peter, "The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." Have
these words ever described you? If so, how?

3. What was the exhortation which Jesus gave to Peter concerning the weakness of his flesh? What does
this exhortation mean to you when you find yourself in similar circumstances?

''If-l zz.y^ ̂  y
4. What does Jesus mean when He says to the Disciples, "Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough,

the hour is come"? (See: NIV or NIQV) What do you learn from this rebuke of Jesus?

5. Why did Peter have a sword in the garden? Had he misimderstood Jesus in Luke 22:36 ?

f'J-t; 'o U-l; M
/  /

6. Why did Peter cut off Malchus'right ear? What did Jesus command Peter to do? Why?

7. What prevented Jesus from calling twelve leagues of angels down from heaven?

8. What did Jesus do that precipitated the Disciples' flight?

9. Was Peter insincere when he spoke the words of Matthew 26:35? Did he do anything in the garden
that indicated that he was unwilling to fulfill that pledge? ^

Jf M iiMAdlP '11^ ^
10. From where did Peter foUow the Lord upon His arrest? What does this indicate about Peter?





The Life of Peter

Lesson Seventeen: Before the Cock Crozos

Lesson Aim: See Peter deny Jesus three times before the cock crows on Friday morning of Jesus' last
week of ministry.

Lesson Text: Matthew 26:31-35,57-75

Background Text: Mark 14:53-72; Luke 22:31-34,54-62; John 18:15-17,25-27

Questions About Peter

1. What did Jesus tell Peter he would do before the cock crowed two times? ^

2. What did Peter say in response to that? - /) /i - /i J / j9j9

3. Give an account of PetePs three denials of the Lord:

lyjt
b) /OtJudJtdt ^ 7Z. l^/

c) aJAuu yiu^J^ - IkfZC: if

iuj-p-y*' / - ̂4. Compare and contrast Peter and Judas in their betrayals of the Lord? ' \ \

^JyJL 1ZI(/-L4U^ ' 7^
5. Jesus had prayed that Peter's faith not "faU". We see that it did not. It is reasonable to conclude that

the Father answered Jesus' request. What means do the Scriptures reveal that God used to keep P^^^^ ^
through the power of God by faith? (see: 1 Peter 1:5) /j \

6. Compare and contrast the behaviors of Peter and John in the house of Caiaphas.

7. Compare and contrast the behavior of Peter with that of the remaining nine Apostles.

/Hfi IT'W ; ^ (J -y

^  JA- ̂  ^ - i f





^0^ The Life of Peter

Lesson Nineteen: Peter on the Road to Spiritual Maturity

Lesson Aim: See the Lord compel Peter to deal with the weakness of his faith by reminding him of that
for which he was originally called to do, namely, be a fisher of men.

Lesson Text: John 21:1-25

Background Texts: John 20:1-31; Luke 24:34; Mark 16:1-8; Matthew 28:16-20; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8

Questions About Peter

1. After the first appearance of Jesus, where did Peter and six other Disciples go?

2. Who appeared to them there? What instructions did He give them?

j'lAt
3. What miracle occurred at this time?

4. What conclusion did the miracle cause John to reach? When Peter heard this what did he do?

5. What did the Disciples find when the reached the shore? What did they all do? I'

/OrtuL^ MrJ I
6. What two questions did Jesus ask Peter? (Check the margin of your New Testament or a Bible

dictionaryforthemeaningsof the words Jesus used in 21:15-17)^ ^ ^ /» / / ^

7. How did Peter answer these questions? Why was Peter disturbed when Jesus asked the third time?

phAjud^ fjChuSo J
8. What command did Jesus give to Peter each time he answered His question? ^

9. What would happen to Peter when he was old? What did this signify? . ^ -4^ .

:LC.i^ £f ̂  ofuM (3-!^^
10. What final command did Jesus give Peter? What question did Peter ask concerning John upon

receiving this command? How did Jesus answer Peter? /9 - "-7 / / i -r^ Jh

I' put
e

20





3. How did they answer these men?

The Life off Peter

Lesson Twenty-One: Peter Obeys God Rather than Men

Lesson Aim: See Peter demonstrate the courage to defy civil authority when that authority is in conflict
with the will of Heaven.

Lesson Text: Acts 5:17-32

Background Texts: Acts 4:1-31; 1 Peter 2:13-17; Romans 13:1-8

Questions About Peter

1. What were the drcumstance^f the arrest of Peter and Johr^Jerusalem?

2. What commandment did the Sanhedrin give to them concerning their activities in the city?

^ ̂ ■5''
se men? ^

4. What did Peter and the rest of the Apostles continue to do after being threatened by the Sanhedrin?

5. What happened to them because of their actions? How did God thwart this action?

C^'///^0^
6. How did Peter justify their disobedience to the civil authority?

g': f
7. What commandment did Peter give persecuted believers in Asia Minor concerning civil authority?

How do you harmonize his teaching with his practice? . J ^ O /^ ) \

) PjPu /3 7 ^
8. For what purpose does Peter enjoin obedience to civil authority? * y-) ^

9. What assumption does Peter make concerning the Law of God and the laws of men? (1 Peter 2:14)

10. How are Christians to behave in their relationship with civil authority when there is an obvious
conflict between divine law and human law? . ^

yn t<r ^ ̂
22





The Life of Peter

Lesson Twenty-Three: Peter Makes a Mistake

Lesson Aim: See Peter err in the matter of the treatment of Gentile Christians at Antioch in Syria.

Lesson Text: Galatians 2:1-21 ^ v. *
Background Texts: Acts 10:28-35; 11:1-18; 15:1-35/2 Peter 3:15,16;James 2:1-13

Questions About Peter

1. What standard of behaviour did Peter set by his example in dealing with Cornelius and his house?

2. This behaviour was determined by what spiritual principle that God showed to Peter?

3. Once Peter learned this principle what did he conclude about God and his view of the Gentiles?

" lat should you and I learn concerning God's view of any human being? ^

lat is the criteria for acceptance with God? ^ ^

6. What does God consider in these matters which men cannot consider? (Acts 15:8)

// I ' j ^ -f y ~r
Mji

7. When Peter was in Antioch with whom did Peter eat? After brethren from Jerusalem arrived in
Antioch what did he do?

8. How did Paul react to PetePs behavior? Why be so about it? Mi/, ̂

9, What in PetePs character was still a problem for him even at this point in his spiritual journey?

. How does the Apostle James apply the principle of "no respect of persons"?10

24




